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Gifts?? 

As we read Paul’s letters to the Corinthians we must always 

remember and try to understand that most of the believers in Corinth were 

Gentiles - Roman’s, Greeks and others from all classes and walks of life - 

who came from a pagan background and little, if any, knowledge of the 

Bible.   

As believers from a pagan background we must understand the idea 

of a pagan god giving “gifts” was an entirely forigen concept to these new 

Gentile believers.  The pagan gods didn’t give gifts to their worshippers, 

they demanded gifts from them.  And if, if, the pagan gods were happy with 

your gift or offering they might in return grant the worshippers request.  

Maybe that their army would prevail in battle or that a son would be born.  

But in the end, the pagan gods could care less about the concerns of man. 

Neither were the pagan gods concerned with unity.  Rather, the pagan 

gods were obsessed with power and control.  After all, they were gods, and 

to be a god demanded that you exercise power and control over everything 

and everyone deemed lesser - and that included other gods.    

You can then imagine their excitement - and confusion - over these 

“spiritual gifts” that God seemed to be passing out.  Therefore, remembering 

their pagan background of power and control may help us not be so quick 

to judge their actions wanting the best gifts. 
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Spiritual Gifts? 

I’ve often heard that spiritual gifts should not be confused with 

natural talents.  Maybe you’ve heard that too and wondered “So what’s the 

difference?”.   Let's take a moment to dig into that and understand the 

differences, and similarities.  In an article by Glory Dy (May 2020) she lists 3 

differences and 1 similarity.   

Spiritual Gifts Are Received While Talents Are Inherited 

One of the differences between a spiritual gift and a talent is that 

spiritual gifts are received while natural talents are inherited. This means 

that a person may inherit a talent from their mother or father, therefore 

having a genetic component. 

For example, a daughter may inherit her father’s talent in math and 

that is why she also becomes a good mathematician. Another example is 

when a son may inherit his mother's singing voice and that is why he is good 

at singing. These are natural talents that may be passed down from 

generation to generation within the family. 

On the other hand, Spiritual gifts are received by a person once they 

have received salvation. It is given from the hands of the Holy Spirit 

according to the will of the God (1 Cor 12:7). 



Spiritual Gifts - I Cor 12 

Page 3 of 9 

Spiritual Gifts Are Acquired by Only the Saved While Talents 

Are Acquired by Both the Saved and Unsaved 

A second difference between a spiritual gift and a natural talent is that 

natural talents can be possessed by both the saved and the unsaved. 

Anyone with a family that has a talent for something can acquire such 

talent. 

On the other hand, the Holy Spirit is the only source for spiritual gifts 

and without accepting Jesus, a person cannot receive spiritual gifts (Eph 

4:10-12).  Spiritual gifts like wisdom, knowledge and understanding of God's 

word, the gifts of healing and performing miracles, the speaking of and the 

interpretation of languages, apostleship, evangelism, and pastoral care are 

just some of the spiritual gifts that a person can receive once they follow 

Christ. 

Spiritual Gifts Are Matured and Surprising While Talents Are 

Developed and Expected 

A third difference between a spiritual gift and a natural talent is that a 

natural talent can be developed with continuous practice while a spiritual 

gift cannot and is given with a surprise. 

Spiritual gifts are always unexpected and when a person receives it, 

they are already good at it right away even if they have not trained for it. 

That is how powerful the Holy Spirit is in giving spiritual gifts. The Holy 

Spirit gives spiritual blessings to the one who is mature enough to receive it. 
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Because spiritual gifts are given by the Holy Spirit, it is understood 

that they are to be used for the common good and for the work of the 

Kingdom of God and the church (1 Cor 12:7). On the other hand, natural 

talents can be used for personal achievements alone and not just for the 

Church. 

Both Spiritual Gifts and Talents Come from God 

Both spiritual gifts and natural talents are God-given. This means that 

these are blessings that our Lord God has imparted in us. God is our Creator 

and it is through Him that we receive different abilities. 

What Does This Mean? 

The difference between spiritual gifts and natural talents is very 

obvious. Spiritual gifts are received, are given only to those who are saved 

and are given in surprise and maturity, and are used solely for the building 

up of the church, while natural talents are inherited and can be received by 

those who are not saved as well, and can be used even for selfish and 

personal gains. 

However, there is one similarity between the two and that is the fact 

that both are blessings from God, the Creator of all things and should be 

used to bring him glory. 

Still Confused?? 

Although the line between spiritual gifts and natural talents may seem 

cut and clear, the truth is they may overlap.  For example, maybe a person 
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has a natural talent for singing and has sung in the church choir for years. 

But they had never really accepted Jesus as their saviour and their singing 

never really helped build God’s kingdom - it never stirred someone's heart 

and their need for salvation.  But after they accepted Jesus, their singing 

didn’t suddenly get better but people’s hearts began to be stirred and 

spoken to as they were drawn to a salvation decision.  Was it a spiritual gift 

or was the Holy Spirit using their natural talent? 

In my life I have taken several “Spiritual Gifts” tests.  And to be 

honest, most of the test questions seem to always connect back to a natural 

talent that I already possess.  So how do I know if it is a spiritual gift or just 

a talent?  This may have been part of the question the Corinthians were also 

asking. 

Paul’s Initial Response (v 1-11) 

Paul begins by acknowledging the Corinthians' lack of understanding 

about spiritual gifts.  Paul understood the Corinthians and knew their pagan 

background.  Therefore, he wanted to set some things straight first 

concerning spiritual gifts. 

First, no one with a spiritual gift will use it to curse God (v 3).  This 

foundation is critical if one is to understand and apply the concept of unity 

that Paul will address later (vv 12-26).  Spiritual gifts can only be used to 

give God praise and glory. 

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 

There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different 
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kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at 

work. (vv 4-6) 

Second, Paul acknowledges that there are different kinds of gifts but 

that they all have the same origin - God - and are given and distributed by 

the Holy Spirit as God directs. There is a diversity of gifts, a diversity of 

purposes for the gifts, and a diversity of activities or services linked with the 

gifts.  Spiritual gifts are not all the same.   

Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the 

common good. (v 7) 

Last, Paul wanted the Corintians to understand that each gift is given 

for a unique purpose, activity or service meant to build God’s kingdom.  The 

gifts are not given for the good of the individual but “for the common good”.  

Spiritual gifts always have an outward focus or objective. 

Paul then describes several gifts that the Holy Spirit distributes as he 

determines - wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, miraculous powers, 

prophecy, distinguishing between spirits, speaking in different kinds of 

tongues (languages), and to still another the interpretation of tongues 

(languages) (vv 8-10).  

Unity and Diversity in the Body (v 12-31) 

Now that Paul has addressed these foundational points concerning 

spiritual gifts he begins to address the issue of unity - how the spiritual gifts 

work together.  Reading 1 Corinthians you can see a theme of 
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competitiveness between believers.  Remember the “I follow Paul”; another, 

“I follow Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas”; still another, “I follow Christ.” 

(1 Cor 1:12), or “I could not address you as people who live by the Spirit but 

as people who are still worldly—mere infants in Christ. ... You are still 

worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not 

worldly?” (1 Cor 3:1-3).  Spiritual gifts have become yet another point of 

division.  They were seeking after the greater gifts thinking the greater the 

gift the better their spirituality. 

To address this wrong thinking Paul begins to describe the use of 

spiritual gifts in how the human body functions - “many parts form one 

body” (v 12).  The Greeks, and to some extent the Romans, were obsessed 

with the human body and its perfection.  Therefore using the human body 

and how it functions was perfect and something the Corinthians would 

quickly understand and relate to. 

Paul begins by describing that “For we were all baptized by one Spirit 

so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we 

were all given the one Spirit to drink. Even so the body is not made up of 

one part but of many.” (vv 13-14).  Just as the church is made up of all 

peoples, regardless of race or social status, the Holy Spirit gives spiritual 

gifts to everyone.  This also means that no one group is given better gifts 

than another - everyone is equal.  But this also means that the gifts are 

meant to work together - even as the body, though made up of many parts, 

must work together if the body is to be healthy and strong. 
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But what happens if there is division within the body?  Is one part 

better than another?  The simple answer - NO!  Here’s a fun fact, the vast 

majority of one’s body parts are not visible.  Most work tirelessly behind the 

scenes - day in and day out.  And honestly, I think that is how the gifts of 

the spirit work.  Sure, some gifts may be highly visible like preaching, 

teaching or singing.  But most times we overlook those gifts that truly make 

up the church.  The greeter at the door with their warm and genuine smile.  

The custodian who works tirelessly while everyone is gone.  The children's 

helper who teaches little ones about Jesus, or changes diapers in the 

nursery. 

Just as “The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the 

head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!”  On the contrary, those 

parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable.” (vv 21-22).  To 

be healthy every part of the body needs one another.  And the spiritual gifts 

are the same.  Each is given by the Holy Spirit to just the right person for 

just the right job.  You and the spiritual gift you were given are 

indispensable - you are needed. 

Life Application 

Paul has now brought together several thoughts concerning the 

disbursement of spiritual gifts, their purpose and the need for them to work 

together.  But it is in Paul’s final statement where we begin to get to the 

heart of the Corinthians issue - and it’s something he has already touched 

on earlier - their pride and lack of love.  They were prideful by thinking and 

seeking those gifts that they deemed more important, more spiritual.  Paul 
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does encourage them to “eagerly desire the greater gifts” (v 31).  But there 

is something that is even greater than all these gifts put together - “the 

most excellent way” (v 31) and Paul will spend the next two chapters talking 

about it (13 & 14).  But let's save that discussion for a later time. 

So where are you on discovering and using your spiritual gift?   

Digging Deeper 

Do you know and understand your spiritual gift(s) - what it is and how 

it helps the body of believers?   

Why is it important to submit yourself and your spiritual gifts to 

others spiritual gifts? 

What was one new thing you learned or was reminded of from this 

scripture passage?  How can applying what you have learned help you 

grow? 

What is the next step you can do to apply what you have learned? 
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